
SB 1 | Outcome: TXWF supported the more than $300 million* that was approved in the state’s
budget to improve the Texas Integrated Eligibility Redesign System (TIERS), which processes
applications for Medicaid, Healthy Texas Women, CHIP and SNAP benefits. 
*See summary of budget wins for Texas women and girls. 

SB 1 Amendment (Bucy) | Outcome: TXWF supported a budget amendment, offered by Rep.
Bucy to SB 1, designed to close the health insurance coverage gap through the expansion of
Medicaid. Despite an inspiring debate on Budget Day led by Rep. Bucy, Rep. Wu, and Rep. Lalani, the
amendment did not pass. 

SB 232 (Johnson) | Outcome: TXWF supported SB 232 which would have provided health
insurance to a quarter of uninsured Texas through support for rural and urban hospitals, doctors
and patients. This bill was rejected by the Senate Health and Human Services Committee.

SB 961 (Kolkhorst) | Outcome: TXWF opposed SB 961 that would have created stricter eligibility
checks and barriers for Medicaid enrollees. This bill did not pass. 

HB 3940 (Cain) | Outcome: TXWF supported HB 3940 ensuring that hospital staff provide clear
information to new parents about automatic Medicaid eligibility for their newborn children. This bill
passed. 
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Informed by our 2024 Economic Issues for Women in Texas Report, Texas
Women’s Foundation’s legislative priorities focused on two of the key
barriers to women’s economic security, stability and success: Health
Care Access & Outcomes; and Childcare Access & Affordability. Below is
a summary of outcomes tied to the legislation we followed, supported
and/or opposed in the 89th Legislative Session. 

The Texas Legislature should use all available options to improve healthcare
access and health outcomes.
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PRIORITY Two | Childcare Access & Affordability 

SB 4838 (Morales Shaw) | Outcome: TXWF supported HB 4838 requiring the Texas Health and
Human Services Commission to hire a Language Access Coordinator to assess non-English speakers’
access to Medicaid, SNAP, and Medicare services and identify gaps in enrollment, education, and
utilization. This bill was rejected by the House Human Services Committee. 

SB 31 (Geren) | Outcome: In light of the state’s near total abortion ban, TXWF supported SB 31
which clarifies the narrow medical emergency exceptions to abortion, specifically when a pregnant
person's life is at risk. “The Life of the Mother Act”* passed. 
*See summary provisions of The Life of the Mother Act. 

HB 536 (Howard) | Outcome: TXWF supported HB 536 which would have added birth control as a
covered benefit for CHIP participants. No action was taken by the Public Health Committee on this
bill. 
HB 550 (Flores Howard Davis Achia Bernal Allen) | Outcome: TXWF supported HB 550 which would
have required schools to provide menstrual products in bathrooms. No action was taken by the
Public Education Committee on this bill. 

HB 887 (Howard Plesa) | Outcome: TXWF supported HB 887 which would have required the State
Board of Education to adopt a list of materials related to endometriosis and menstrual disorders that
schools may use to provide instruction. No action was taken by the Public Education Committee on
this bill. 

HB 1158 (Hull) | Outcome: TXWF opposed HB 1158 which would have required written parental
consent for students to participation in sex education. No action was taken by the Public Education
Committee on this bill. 

HB 2587 (Olcutt) | Outcome: TXWF opposed the codification of Executive Order GA 46 which
would have required hospitals to inquire about a patient’s immigration status. This bill did not pass. 

HB 334 (Ordaz) | Outcome: Building on the success achieved in the 88th session, re: paid
parental/adoption leave for state employees, TXWF supported HB 334 to create a paid leave
pool for county employees. This bill passed. 

HB 4903 (Harris Davila) | Outcome: TXWF supported HB 4903 to 
establish a Quad-Agency Childcare Initiative and an associated commission 
to address the childcare crisis through increased coordination and 
collaboration. This bill passed. 
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Budget Wins for Maternal, Women's, and Children's Health
Budget changes made in the 89th Legislature represent important steps toward
equitable healthcare for Texas women, especially women of color. These measures
provide increased protection and critical resources for those who need it most.

More Money for Maternal Mortality & Morbidity Programs: $6 million increase for a total of $10
million to support: 

Efforts to reduce deaths and complications during pregnancy —an urgent need for women
of color in Texas
The Texas AIM program to ensure safe care for every mother, including those with sepsis,
HTN, hemorrhage, opioid and substance use disorders

 
Continued Support for Key Programs: Maintained level funding at $268.6 million over the next
biennium to support preventive care and early treatment, particularly in underserved areas,
including: 

$9.6 million for Healthy Texas Women and Healthy Texas Women Plus (for postpartum
mothers who don’t qualify for Medicaid) 
$152.4 million for Texas Family Planning - a $7.4 million increase 
$24.6 million for the Breast & Cervical Cancer Services Program received – a $1 million
increase 

 
Medicaid Payment Increase for Rural Hospitals: $15 million increase for rural hospitals with OB-
GYN departments:

Supports maternal care in communities where women of color often face the greatest
barriers to access

New Funding for Congenital Syphilis Prevention: $8.4 million added to support treatment and
prevention.

Helps protect newborns and mothers, particularly in communities of color that face higher
rates of congenital infections

 
Maternal Fetal Medicine Radiological Services Rate Increase: 10% more funding.

Increases access to advanced prenatal care for all women
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Life of the Mother Act: Protecting Mothers and Physicians
The Life of the Mother Act (Senate Bill 31), while no substitute for legalized abortion,
clarifies when doctors can take emergency action to save a mother's life during
pregnancy. This change allows for lifesaving care to happen sooner to help prevent
tragic outcomes, especially for women of color who experience higher rates of
maternal health challenges and greater need for emergency care.

The law provides clear, consistent definitions of "medical emergency" and "ectopic pregnancy"
across Texas statutes, removing confusion so doctors can act quickly without fear of legal
trouble.

Physicians no longer have to wait for a woman's condition to become physically damaging - or for
her death to be imminent - before intervening. This helps hospitals and physicians make safe,
informed decisions for patients and supports teamwork and clear decision-making in crisis
situations.

This protects doctors who are trying to save lives and reduces the risk of unfair prosecution. In
legal cases, it's now up to the state—not the physician—to prove whether an emergency
exception applies, and communication among doctors, hospital leaders, and lawyers for
guidance on emergencies is protected and not considered “aiding and abetting.”


